
FUNdamentals of Photography – Captive Moments

Deborah Rose/DNR Staff Photographer



About me

Bear research 
2

• DNR Photographer since May 1998          
(Information Officer)

• MN Pollution Control Agency – 5 years 
(Information Officer)

• Bachelor of Science U of M – Applied Design and 
Art History

• Graduate School U of M School of Journalism, 
photojournalism-2 years



Purpose of Photography

Wildlife Wing, DNR Building, State Fair
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• Document

• Inform, educate and promote 
issues and programs

• Tell DNR stories

• Capture moments



Purpose of Photography

Inspecting for White-nose syndrome
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Photographs can be – should be -used in (but, of course, not limited to):
• publications 
• displays 
• news releases 
• social media 
• web sites
• other communications projects to promote, 

educate and inform the public about your 
agency’s events and issues



Purpose of Photography

Sturgeon recovery 5

It’s more than just “taking pictures”



Purpose of Photography

Sturgeon recovery

DNR photography provides visual support to the DNR 
mission and our efforts to communicate that mission. 6

It’s Visual Communication



Middle child of communications?

Everyone agrees it’s important, but doesn’t get as much attention.  
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One Minnesota
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One Minnesota
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One Minnesota
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One Minnesota
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One Minnesota
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One Minnesota
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One Minnesota
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One Minnesota

Jay Cooke State Park 16



One Minnesota

Jay Cooke State Park 17



One Minnesota

18



Where do we get our “talent?”

• Family (generations of DNR kids)

19



Where do we get our “talent?”

• Family (generations of DNR kids)

• Friends

20



Where do we get our “talent?”

• Family (generations of DNR kids)

• Friends

• Friends of family

21



Where do we get our “talent?”

• Family (generations of DNR kids)

• Friends

• Friends of family

• Family of friends

22



Where do we get our “talent?”

• Family (generations of DNR kids)

• Friends

• Friends of family

• Family of friends

• Social media

23



Where do we get our “talent?”

• Family (generations of DNR kids)

• Friends

• Friends of family

• Family of friends

• Social media

• Professional models

24



Where do we get our “talent?”

• Family (generations of DNR kids)

• Friends

• Friends of family

• Family of friends

• Social media

• Professional models

• Partnerships

25



Volunteers

FIN: Fishing in the Neighborhood 26



Volunteers

FIN: Fishing in the Neighborhood 27



Volunteers

Itasca State Park Headwaters – State Fair banner 28



Volunteers

Itasca State Park Headwaters – State Fair banner 29



Models - Volunteer



Models - Volunteer



Models - Volunteer



Models - Volunteer



Volunteers

Volunteers Program 34



Volunteers

35Volunteers Program



Volunteers

Ft. Snelling State Park – Maple Syrup Program, Kao Thao, Naturalist 36



Volunteers

Ft. Snelling State Park – Maple Syrup Program, Kao Thao, Naturalist 37



Park visitors

Itasca State Park Beach 38



Park visitors

Itasca State Park Beach 39



Park visitors

Zippel Bay State Park 40



Partnerships

ATV club – State Fair display 41



Partnerships

ATV club – State Fair display 42



Partnerships

Clubs and social media 43



Partnerships

Pheasants Forever and Wilderness Inquiry 44



Partnerships

Shore fishing-Fraser Home residents 45



Partnerships

Shore fishing-Fraser Home residents 46



Partnerships

Glendalough State Park – school field trip 47



Partnerships

Glendalough State Park – school field trip 48



Models - professional

Mississippi River – Boom Island 49



Models - professional

Mississippi River 50



Models - professional

Mississippi River 51



Models - professional

Mississippi River 52



Models - professional

Mississippi River 53



Models - professional

Mississippi River 54



Models - professional

Mississippi River 55



Models - professional

Mississippi River 56



Models - professional

Mississippi River 57



Models - professional

Afton State Park 58



Models - professional

Afton State Park 59



Models - professional

Afton State Park 60



Models - professional

Afton State Park 61



Government at work – it’s people doing the work

Bear research 62



Government at work

Bear research 63



Government at work

Crystal Boyd, bee expert 64



Government at work

Crystal Boyd, bee expert 65



Government at work

Conservation Officer Adam Block 66



Government at work

Conservation Officer Julie Siems and her dog Brandy, inspecting for zebra mussels 67



Government at work

Dave Crawford and Lisa Gelvin-Innvaer. Bull snake and skink research – restoring habitat 68



Government at work

Walleye stocking process 69



Government at work

Walleye stocking process 70



Government at work

Walleye stocking process 71



Government at work

Forester Laura Murphy 72



Government at work

Foresters David Fraundorf and Ross Meyer 73



Government at work

Rachel Lindgren, groundwater monitoring, and TylerAhrenstorff, fish diet study, Mille Lacs 74



Government at work

Maple syruping, Whitewater State Park, and tern monitoring, Interstate Island 75



Government at work

Bird flu monitoring 76



Government at work

Survey Technicians Joe Fleisher and Stephanie Ouren, Interstate State Park 77



Government at work

Mystery Cave State Park 78



Government at work

IT and management resources 79



Government at work

Mussel research and propagation, Madeline Pletta and Tricia Wagner 80



Real people, real employees

Recruitment:  Find it in Nature, Find Your Path, Krista Jensen, Naturalist, Ft. Snelling State Park 81



Real people, real employees

Recruitment:  Find it in Nature, Find Your Path 82



Real people, real employees

Recruitment: Find it in Nature, Find Your Path, Conservation Officer Arnoud Kpachavi 83



Real people, real employees

Recruitment: Find it in Nature Find Your Path 84



Real people real employees

Culture of Respect, Amber Ellering 85



Real people real employees

Culture of Respect, Amber Ellering 86



Silhouettes 

Expose for the bright background

87Eagle Rock, Blue Mounds State Park; setting a commercial net for invasive carp, Mississippi River



Panoramic

Two photos stitched together – The North Shore
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Panoramic

Three photos stitched together-logging site, Pillsbury State Forest
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Scenics

Lost 40 Scientific and Natural Area (starburst-high f-stop) 90



Scenics-slow shutter speed

Gooseberry Falls State Park 1/8 second, Tettegouche State Park, Brule River 1/20 second
91



Scenics

Lake Bemidji State Park 92



Scenics

Maplewood State Park
Golden Hour – shortly after sunrise and shortly before sunset
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Scenics

Maplewood State Park
Golden Hour – shortly after sunrise and shortly before sunset
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Social Media

“Live” tweeting 95



Social Media

On-site posting to Facebook 96



Social Media

97



News Releases

Optional Tagline Goes Here | mn.gov/websiteurl 98



News Releases

Brainerd Bypass Fire 99



GIFs

Itasca State Park 100



Headshots

101

• Shoot outdoors, if possible
• Gray sky is good – nice even lighting
• Sunny days – position person in the shade
• have person stand at slight angle to avoid “mug shot” 

look
• Use longer lens, focal length, so you can stand further 

away from subject and blur the background
• Try using flash – can soften by putting a tissue or 

napkin over the flash
• Low f-stop to separate subject from background



Group shots

Minnesota Biologial Survey staff 102

• Focus from end to end
• High enough F-stop F5.6 

or 8 and higher



Release Forms

  

500 Lafayette Road 

St. Paul, MN 55155-4040 

651-296-6157, 888-646-6367 or through the Minnesota Relay Service at 711 or 800-627-3529 

Talent Release Form 

I give permission and rights to the State of Minnesota and the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to record my 

performance and to use images of me, my performance and my sounds. I understand that this use includes the rights to 

reproduce, publish, publicly display, distribute, license, and assign any such recordings. I understand that the State of 

Minnesota and the DNR holds the copyright to these recorded images and sounds in all formats. I further understand 

that I hold no intellectual property rights on the images and recordings. 

• I authorize my name to be used in connection with all uses of these recorded images and sounds. 

• I understand that I will not be paid for any of the uses of these recorded images and sounds. 

• I waive all rights to inspect, approve or control how these recorded images and sounds  

• will be used by the State of Minnesota and the DNR. 

• I understand that the State of Minnesota and the DNR will not intentionally distort or misrepresent these images 

and recordings. 

• I agree to not sue and to hold harmless the State of Minnesota and its officials, employees, contractors and 

licensees from any claims or damages arising from use of these recorded images and sounds of me and my 

performance. 

• I am over 18 years old and have the right to contract in my own name.  I HAVE READ THIS DOCUMENT AND I 

UNDERSTAND ITS CONTENTS. (If the recorded images, performance and sounds are of a minor, I am the legal 

guardian signing on behalf of the minor.)  

 
 
 
 
___________________________________ 
(signature)    (date) 

___________________________________ 
(print name) 

___________________________________ 
(title, if applicable) 

___________________________________ 
(organization, if applicable) 

___________________________________ 
(facility name, if applicable) 
___________________________________ 
(address) 
___________________________________ 
(city, state, zip code) 

 

OSD_634_19   7.13.18 

Complete if subject is a minor: 

___________________________________ 
(signature of legal guardian)   (date) 
___________________________________ 
(print name) 
___________________________________ 
(relationship to minor) 
___________________________________ 
(organization, if applicable) 
___________________________________ 
(address) 
___________________________________ 
(city, state, zip code) 
___________________________________ 
(telephone number) 
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Who signs? 
When to sign?
Tennessen?

State Fair-public place, public event, no release needed



Release Forms

Soudan Underground Mine state Park 104



Programs

Lightroom and Photoshop 105



Technology

• Ideally, 35mm with interchangeable lenses

• Lots of good low-med cost digital cameras/kits

• Camera with a zoom –optical zoom v digital zoom

• Ability to attach an external flash

• Built in wi-fi
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Technology

• Off-camera flash

• Twistable top

• Flash with diffuser (just a kleenex works!)

• Bounce light

• Cable
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Technology

Best investment. And, cheap!
108



Set up a studio anywhere

All you need are portable lights and a backdrop
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Mirror? Mirrorless?
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DSLR Advantages Mirrorless Advantages

Better autofocus system Smaller and lighter bodies

Longer battery life Silent or quiet shutter features

More lens options Faster shooting speed

Optical viewfinder provides better clarity and dynamic 
range

Electronic viewfinder shows exactly what the camera’s 
sensor sees



Phone photography
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Phone photography
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• Blue tooth connection
• flash or continuous light
• Also lots of lens 

accessories available 



Take  away

Whitewater and William O’Brien State Parks 113



It’s more than just taking pictures

Itasca State Park 114

To photograph: It is to put on the same line of sight the head, the eye and the heart ~ Henri Cartier Bresson



More Information

• Lots of information and how-to videos on the web

• DPS-Digital Photography School – weekly email newsletter

• Newsletter at B&H

• Nikon Learn and Explore

• Digitaltrends.com (all things digital)

Glendalough State Park 115


